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For Immediate Release

Auto Industry is back, and it’s all coming to Oregon Convention Center

Portland International Auto Show to showcase the latest from international automakers
Portland, Dec. 21, 2011—As the new year approaches, it’s time for Portlanders to think new vehicles, and there is no better place to see and experience the best that the global automakers have to offer than at the Portland International Auto Show, taking place Jan. 26 – 29 at the Oregon Convention Center.

Organizers are building on the success of last year’s show, which introduced unique features and exhibits designed to create an entertainment destination that also allows shoppers the opportunity to evaluate new vehicles in a non-sales environment. Presented by the Metro Portland New Car Dealers Association, the 2012 PIAS promises to be every bit as exciting, informative and educational as last year’s show.

 As always, new cars and trucks are high on the agenda.

"People come to the show to see the cars," said Greg Remensperger, executive vice president of the Metro Portland New Car Dealers Association. "We will most definitely deliver, with some 500 2012 models for people to evaluate. The real benefit is that shoppers can come to our show with the expectation that they will not only be able to view some great automobiles, but they, and their family, will have a great time doing it.”

 Some 35 manufacturers have already booked space for the show, representing a broad cross section of automakers.

In addition to a great line-up of new cars and trucks, show goers will see a number of special features assembled to make the auto show experience an even greater one.

-More-
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New features this year include:

Military Day

Stand by for text on this feature, we need to finalize some of the details.

Under $21,000 / Over 35 mpg.
This new feature at the PIAS showcases new vehicles that carry a price tag under $21,000. It’s the show’s way of offering the widest variety of vehicles to Portlanders as the economy recovers. In a further effort to save Portlanders money, the PIAS will also showcase vehicles with an average mpg of over 35. While electric and plug in hybrids command headlines, there is a wide variety of vehicles that achieve exceptional fuel economy that will help squeeze every dollar from the pump.
Motorsports Pavilion

New to the PIAS is the Motorsports Pavilion, featuring the best in two-wheeled rides and more.  The Pavilion will feature import motorcycles like Honda, BMW, Ducati and American muscle with Harley-Davidson. Not a biker? The Pavilion will also feature snowmobiles and personal watercraft, along with specialty vehicles that can be used for hunting. 

Returning features include:

The ECO Center

Portlanders are proud of their commitment to the environment, and the PIAS is a direct reflection of that pride. In its second year as one of the largest ECO Centers at any auto show in the nation, guests will find information about the new Green Highway from the Oregon Department of Energy, the latest technology in charging stations, how to correctly plug in a plug in hybrid, solar power, and, of course, a large range of electric and electric-hybrid and alternative fueled vehicles. New to the ECO Center this year is the presence of electrical contractors who can help show attendees plan charging station installation at their own home.

The Healthy Life Garage (Attention Ladies!)

Returning from last year is the Healthy Life Garage but with new features that will provide a guide to healthier living, brought to you by PacificSource Health Plans. Visit the Diagnostics Zone to have your blood pressure, BMI, and other health risk factors checked, and learn how small changes can boost your body's performance. Then top off your tank at the Fuel Station with tastes of delicious, healthy foods like Dave's Killer Bread and Tillamook Cheese Factory and enjoy a glass of wine from local NW wineries then finish your visit with a full body Aqua massage and take away some great information on making Healthy Life Choices.
--continued--
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The Great Outdoors

The Oregon lifestyle is decidedly an outdoors lifestyle, and The Great Outdoors is the perfect place to begin planning. Guests will see vehicles outfitted with gear for mountain biking, hiking, kayaking, river rafting, paddle boarding, hunting, fishing and off-roading. Exhibiting companies include Next Adventure, Rack Attack, and Northwest Auto Accessories. A special appearance by Garry Loomis will allow attendees to learn the basics of fly-fishing. They can then plan a fishing adventure with Blaze Outdoor Adventures, and meet Grant McOmie from KGW, along with the crew from Outdoor GPS. There will be opportunities to win great prizes, including daily trip giveaways, a rack system from Rack Attack, and an outdoor prize package from Next Adventure.

Ride & Drives
Experience a vehicle the way it is meant to be experienced – behind the wheel. This year, the PIAS provides plenty of opportunities to get behind the wheel, including the Northwest’s first indoor Ride & Drive, Camp Jeep, which also incudes Camp Jeep for Kids, and a climbing wall. In addition, Toyota and Subaru will present a Ride & Drive for the first time at the PIAS, and General Motors and Kia return for the second year. Also new, Scion will be featuring its new I/Q in a Ride & Drive event in the new pavilion across the street from the convention center.

Kid’s Zones and Family Day

The PIAS is much more than an auto show, its great family entertainment as well. Kids will have a great time in the Kid’s Zones, which includes Radio Disney’s fun play zone, face painting, appearances by Shriner’s Clowns, remote control car test drives, Jeep’s Kid’s Ride & Drive, and more. Kids 12 and under are admitted for free on Family Day.
Free Childcare

Shop for a car, and leave the kids with us. Alpha Ecological is sponsoring free, licensed childcare with trained childcare professionals from Kindercare. Childcare hours of operation are:

· Thurs., Jan. 26 – 11 am – 9 pm

· Fri., Jan. 27 – 11 am – 9 pm

· Sat., Jan. 28 – 11 am – 9 pm

· Sun., Jan 29 – 11 am – 6 pm

Aftermarket Showcase

Back by popular demand is the Aftermarket Showcase. See a live graphic wrap of an outlaw race car, live Hot Rod magazine broadcasts, the sham wow guys, muscle cars, tuner cars and of course aftermarket accessories. 
--continued--
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Show Details
Dates:

· Thurs., Jan. 26 – Sun., Jan. 29, 2012

Hours:

· Thurs., Jan. 26 – Sat., Jan. 29: 10 am – 10 pm
· Sun., Jan. 29: 10 am – 7 pm

Location:

Oregon Convention Center

777 Northeast M. L. King Boulevard

Portland, OR  97232

(503) 235-7575

Ticket Prices:

· Adult (13 and over):

$12.00

· Senior (62 and over):
$10.00
· Military (ID required):
$10.00
· Children (7 – 12):

$7.00

· Children (6 & under):
Free

Web site:

Portlandautoshow.com

About the Portland International Auto Show
The Portland International Auto Show is presented by the Metro Portland New Car Dealers Association, founded in 1914 as the advocate organization for the economic, educational and charitable activities related to the region’s automobile industry.  Every year, automakers bring their latest and greatest vehicles to the auto show, which represents a unique opportunity for auto enthusiasts of all ages to see in one location what's available or soon to be available in the marketplace. The show is held at the Oregon Convention Center.
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